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the more valuable points in the animal.1 A keen man of busi-
ness, he tried to produce the animal which would prove the
best means of converting foodstuffs into money. He chose good
stock and bred within the flock and herd, constantly selecting
the qualities desired, paying attention not only to the production
of wool from his sheep but to the butcher's requirements, seeking
to breed animals which weighed heaviest in the best joints.
Although in cattle-breeding he was less successful, he set an
example which was quickly taken up by others such as Lord
Somerville (1765-1819) and the Duke of Bedford (1765-1802),
both of whom devoted much time to animal-breeding on their
estates.

A more remarkable figure than either of these, however, was
Coke of Holkham (1752-1842), remarkable not merely as a
politician and successful farmer, but above all as a landlord.
With ceaseless energy he improved the farming under his con-
trol. He established more productive crop-rotation, improved
the breeds of his live stock, enclosed the open field; developed
the forest land till it ultimately yielded a handsome profit
from the timber. In his capacity of landlord by giving his
tenant long leases on favourable terms and valuable advice he
greatly increased the production of his estates. His influence
was immense. The Holkham sheep-shearings, started in 1778,
became the annual meeting-grounds of farmers from far and
near and led, by ocular demonstration and contact between an
always increasing number of farmers, to the continuous spread
of knowledge. Ultimately his name and methods became
known far beyond Great Britain and attracted visitors to Holk-
ham from all parts of the world.

Amongst all these, Arthur Young remains the apostle of the
new technique which characterized the beginning of the agri-
cultural revolution in England. Faced on all sides with the stub-
born adherence to tradition and antiquated methods amongst
the mass of ordinary farmers, Young engaged upon an energetic
crusade against poor farming. Large farms, large capital,
long leases, the most up-to-date methods of cultivation and

1 Ernie, English Farming Past and Present.